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Northern Bruce Peninsula and Bruce County Economic Development



Project Details

Title: Bruce County/Northern Bruce Peninsula - Site 1

Location: 12 BROCK ST, Northern Bruce Peninsula
Assessment Parcel - 410968000512500

Ownership: Municipality of Northern Bruce Peninsula

Details:
* Frontage: 41.45 m and Area: 1.92 ac

Water Supply: Private well

Sewer Facilities: Septic Bed

Hydro: Yes




Investment Opportunity

The site presents a prime opportunity for a boutique accommodation development
that complements the area’s natural beauty and growing tourism sector.

In addition to lodging, the property is well-suited to support recreational tourism
uses such as outdoor adventure companies, eco-tourism operations, or experience-
based retail that align with Tobermory’s identity as a hub for nature and adventure
enthusiasts.

The municipality is interested in either selling the property or considering a Public-
Private Partnership, particularly interested in hotel accommodations and
recreational offerings of any sort.



Current Land Use and Zoning

The property is currently unused and has been largely naturalized over time. While
the main structure has been demolished, the foundation of the previous building
remains on site. The surrounding land has reverted to a natural state, offering a
clean slate for redevelopment while retaining some structural elements that may
be considered in future planning.

The property features a split zoning designation. The portion of the site with road
access is zoned C1-A (Commercial Core), which permits a wide array of
commercial uses including hotel accommodations, retail, and service-based
businesses. The rear portion of the property is currently zoned Residential.

The Municipality of Northern Bruce Peninsula is open to considering zoning
amendments to support development proposals that align with tourism,
recreational, or accommodation-based uses.
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Community and Tourism Profile

What makes Tobermory especially attractive is the combination of low-density
zoning, government protection of surrounding parklands, and a year-round draw for
eco-tourism and adventure seekers.

Buyers can explore larger tracts suitable for off-grid or green development, small-
scale tourism enterprises, or private getaway estates.

With rising interest in remote work, outdoor lifestyles, and low-impact building,
vacant land near the Bruce Trail or the Lake Huron/Georgian Bay shoreline is more
than just a purchase - it’s a long-view investment in lifestyle, sustainability, and
value.



Community and Tourism Profile

Tobermory, perched at the northern tip of Bruce Peninsula in Ontario’s stunning
Municipality of Northern Bruce Peninsula, combines world-class natural beauty with
year-round charm. This area is adjacent to Bruce Peninsula National Park and
Fathom Five National Marine Park, offering breathtaking attractions like the Grotto,
glass-bottom boat tours around Flowerpot Island.

It also serves as the northern terminus of the iconic Bruce Trail making it a haven
for hikers, divers, paddlers, and nature lovers alike. Here are 2024 statistics:

Lion’s Head Lookout Total Visitors: 27,868 (up from 16,075 in 2023)
Lion’s Head Lookout Total Vehicles: 9,129 (up from 5,066 in 2023)
Chi-Cheemaun Ferry Passengers: 186,866 (up from 178,000 in 2023)
Chi-Cheemaun Total Cars: 68,087 (up from 66,000 in 2023)



Economic Impact

The proposed development is expected to generate significant economic benefits
for the municipality and the broader region.

By introducing new hotel accommodations and diverse recreational offerings, the
project would directly stimulate the local economy through:

1. Job Creation

2. Increased Tourism

3. Long-Term Revenue Generation
4. Broader Community Benefits



Market Readiness and USP

The Municipality is currently exploring potential opportunities for the future use of
the property and is actively seeking interest from private developers and is open to
proposals that align with its vision for tourism and economic development.

For buyers and investors, Tobermory presents an exceptional opportunity to acquire
land in one of Ontario’s most scenic and environmentally rich regions. With limited
commercial development and a strong emphasis on ecological preservation, the
available parcels whether raw, forested lots or water-adjacent acreage offer a rare
chance to build custom cottages, eco-retreats, or vacation rental properties in an
area with strong tourism demand.

Land in the Northern Bruce Peninsula tends to be more affordable than in other
waterfront regions and ready for long-term appreciation as infrastructure slowly
expands and demand for nature-forward living increases.



Incentives and Supports

The Municipality of Northern Bruce Peninsula has a recently updated Community
Improvement Plan (CIP) that offers a range of incentives which may be available to
qualified investors and developers.

These supports can assist with eligible costs such as site improvements, facade
enhancements, signage, and environmental studies.

In addition, the municipality is known for its efficient development approval
process, offerlng quick zoning and building permit turnarounds to help accelerate
project timelines.

Municipal staff are committed to working collaboratively with proponents to enable
successful and timely development.



Timelines

The Municipality is currently evaluating the best long-term use for this property and
anticipates deciding regarding its surplus status soon.

Concurrently, the Municipality is actively developing a new community water
system, and this site is expected to have access to that infrastructure once
completed.

Timing for potential development will align with these key municipal decisions and
infrastructure milestones, offering a unique opportunity for proponents to engage
early and help shape the future vision for this strategically located property.

The neighboring municipality completed a hotel feasibility study and it showed the
need for additional accommodation in the market area.
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Key Contacts

Jeffrey Loney, Director of Government Relations
Corporation of County of Bruce
Phone: 226-909-3306

Email: jloney@brucecounty.on.ca

Peggy Van Mierlo-West, Chief Administrative Officer
Northern Bruce Peninsula

Phone: 1-833-793-3537 ext. 225
Email: cao@northernbruce.ca
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